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What Is Life 1 

A little crib beside the bed, 
A little face above the spread i 
A little frock behind the door, 
A little shoe upon the floor ; 
A little lad with dark-brown hair, 
A little blue eyed face, and fair; 
A little lane that leads to school, 
A little pencil, slate and rule ; 
A little blithesome, winsome maid, 
A little band within his laid ; 
A little cottage, acre four, 
A little old-time fashioned store ; 
A little family gathered round, 
A little tear-dewed mound : 
A little added to his soil, 
A little rest fron hardest toil ; 
A little silver in his hair. 
A little stool and easy chair ; 
A little night of earth-lit gloom, 
A little cortege to the tomb. 


The Christian's Heat. 


BY PETER OXLEY. 
Come unto me. all je that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me ; for I 
am m«ek and lowly in heart, and ye shall nod rest unto your 
souls. Matt. 11.28,28. 

The invitation to come to Jesus, implies that 
man is wandering in the path of sin and rebellion, 
and that it he comes to Jesus and embraces his 
system of religion he can be made free from al] 
the burdens which sin has imposed upon him. 

The invitation to come to Christ and accept his 
doctrine, assures a rest and implies that the 
method of worship formerly under the Jewish law 
was burdensome. And under the weight of the 
ceremonial law, this religion was to some, perhaps, 
hard to embrace though it was Bought under the 
condition as the text invites that of being weary 
and heavy laden. Jesus living after the manner of 
the Jews was conversant with their doctrine, and 
not coming to dietroy the law, bat to fulfill, was 
about to establish a new law in order that the 
people might prepare for heaven, and* a religion 
which it was the happy privilege for all to embrace. 
But he well knew the proneness of man to rejeet 
his doctrine. How easy : As the natural man re 
oeiveth not the things of the spirit of God, be- 
cause they are foolishness unto him, neither can 
he know them because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned, hence the restrictions to the weary and 
heavy laden. Man must undergo a primary 
change to qualify himself properly for acceptance 
of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

Naturally man must become weary in his labor 
or occupation before he can enjoy a rest, and un- 
less he becomes wearied and borne down by bis 
incessant toil, he cannot realize a rest. So with 
the sinner who is laboring in sin. He must be- 
come conscious of his wickedness before a sin-hat- 
ing God, and must realize a sense of, his guilt. 
And when he thus becomes conscious of his condi- 
tion and is about to return to hia father, he thus 
feels that he is weary of his past life, and oh how 
ready he is to receive that rest — that peace that 
passeth all understanding. Then he is willing to 
take this yoke upon him and learn of his Master. 

The term yoke in the Scriptures implies various 
things, bondage or afflictions, etc. .But the yoke 
referred to in our quotation by our blessed Master 
implies the observance of all the commandments 
of God. And the weary sin-sick soul, approaching 
Christ in response to the invitation given, yields 
cheerfully to the application .of the joke and is 
now ready to join in with his Master's cause by 
making the baptismal vow. He now becomes a 
child of God by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
is now in him. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ, affirms 
the apostle. Then be it placed upon an equality 
with God's children, can enjoy all the privileges 
of God's house with all who embrace the religion 
of Christ Jesus. For there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female : for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. Oh, the freeneas of God's grace I 
All can come and buy milk and wine, without 
money and without price. The address is then 
chiefly to the poor, loat and ruined sinners. The 
persons who have a consciousness of their trans- 
gressions and are trembling at the dangers they 
are exposed to, and who are seeking deliverance 


from their sins. Unto such, by coming to Christ, 
and heeding his admonitions there is relief. Tou 
can trust him for your salvation for a rest from 
sin, from a sin-stricken conscience and from an 
eternal death. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn of me. After 
the weary soul has been initiated into the church 
by the holy ordinance of baptism, he then is In the 
school of Christ, bis blessed Master, and is ready 
to learn of him. Yes and blessed be God we can 
always learn of him. Every page of the divine 
law brings forth things both new and old, that are 
ever cheering and beneficial to the humble follow- 
ers of Christ. 

Learn of me. Oh ! what can we not learn of 
him ? Are you kind reader yet young in years ? 
By looking into this law of liberty, you will learn 
obedience to parents and to be subject to them 
and learn that it is right to honor thy father and 
'mother. Are you a parent ? You learn of Christ 
that a duty devolves upon you, of raising your 
children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Then kind readers, let us all come to 
Jeeus and learn of him our whole duty to him and 
our duty to one another. By coming to him we 
can learn the infallible rule by which we may 
know that we are the children of God. By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one for another, and by this we know 
that we love the children of God and keep his 
commandments. 


Church Government. 

This is what has divided the Dnnkard ehurch 
into three factions, and perhaps no one will ven- 
ture a denial of this assertion. Somebody, some 
faction, or something in wrong. Probably all have 
sinned, but we have no judicial tribunal to appeal 
to and determine who is wrong, except the Judge 
of the quick and the dead at the last day. This 
will leave us without a remedy for the present 
time, unless we appeal to the law. But inasmuch 
as the misunderstanding came through man, made 
or man-executed chnrcb government, it would be 
well to inquire — was such a thing as church gov- 
ernment contemplated by the law-giver of our 
faith? And Bince we have so much of the bitter 
fruit of this plant tor onr instructions, it makes it 
all the more important. Ours was not the first 
disruption that this child of discord has caused. 
It has established a Pope, confounded the ordi- 
nances of baptism, and corrupted the other ordi- 
nances of the Lord into every conceivable shape 
and form ; it has established carnage and blood- 
shed ; it has burned victims at the stake ; it has 
concocteA and screened mountain and meadow 
massacres ; it has done almost every evil that the 
human mind can imagine. And now the case pre- 
sents itself in a nutshell. Is this way and manner 
of conducting religious bodies a necessity, or is it 
the tares that the enemy has sown ? On the other 
hand we believe that Christ was here and estab- 
lished his kingdom and delivered his law into the 
bands of laithful men, and they delivered them to 
us in their original purity. And when we poor 
mortals that presume to set ourselves up to judge 
our brother, of whom we know so little, shall ap- 
pear before "the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at bis appearing and 
hie kingdom," (2 Tim. 4 : 1) and there give an ac- 
count of the deeds done in the body, can we then 
issue our qvo warrento, and plead that we had been 
judging these brethren down here in our church 
councils, and therefore yon need not judge them up 
here ? What nonsense men can bring upon them- 
selves through the imagination of their own im- 
portance I 

Whatever might constitute church government 
may be somewhat varied according to men's no- 
tions. Coming together to make arrangements 
and raise money to build meeting houses, invite 
preacher b, send missionaries to other places, organ- 
ize Sunday Schools, and for many other similar ar- 
rangements would not be called ehurch govern- 
ment, as people could do all these and not even be- 
long to any church. 

In an American term, Government implies Ex- 
ecutive, Legislative and Judiciary, and in all civil 
governments these three departments are combined. 


In an absolute Monarchy all three of these princi- 
ples are combined in one bead. 

Now if it will please the editors of the Evange- 
list, I will treat on some of the objections! fea- 
tures in the government of our former associates, 
with whom we fonnd so many occasions to differ. 
The most objectionable one was the merciless 
monster "you most make acknowledgement" This 
is simply forced allegiance to the church. This de- 
cree is without limitation. Whatever the majority 
will ask yon to acknowledge, that must be imme- 
diately complied with. A little delay in some of 
the local districts would be fatal, and the poor vic- 
tim wonid be announced disobedient and an ex- 
pelled member withont even taking a vote. It 
made council, however, very interesting, for in this 
way the members would get in debt to one another. 
Whenever a member, a family or a click would 
get a chastisement, that combination would watch 
to return the compliment. The opportunity was 
sure to come. It is the easiest way to gain a vic- 
tory over the accused ever devised. He and all 
the relations, and very frequently others supposed 
to be too friendly to him, are excluded from the 
council. Th os the creditors all outside and the 
debtors inside determining the amount and making 
the charge. It is the order (the government). I 
never heard it claimed even that there is any di- 
vine writ for this exacted, forced acknowledgement. 
Expostulation will follow quickly with, "You must 
hear the church." 2 Tim. 2: 25 reads "In meek- 
ness instructing those that oppose themselves, if 
God perad venture will give them repentance to 
the acknowledgement ot the truth." But to tor- 
ture the construction of this quotation unto the 
support of the exaction here referred to, could only 
be done to justify an unwarranted decree. This 
subterfuge can only be derived from the same 
source that the brute creation get their authority 
for the government among themselves, namely: 
mastership. 

Force is the only rule among all the animal cre- 
ation. Take, for instance, domestic stock ; when 
a lot of cattle are brought together the first thing 
determined is, which is master ; when that is de- 
cided, the one that is master determines all the 
controversies according to its own inclinations, and 
the one next in authority does the same. The mas- 
ter cow takes choice in the piles of fodder, and 
when she suspects something better somewhere 
else, she just leaves the pile and goes where she 
pleases, and everything gets out of her way and 
bo on down to the Uut one. This 1b the "order" 
among animals and is their government. In the 
errors of church government the same order is ob- 
served. The one, or the faction, that gets master, 
determines the conditions lor the others, Two ^ 
choices are left them, either submit or leave. If 
they will not submit, they sredisobedient and an- 
nounced expelled. 

Such is the result of the errors of church govern- 
ment, notwithstanding the positive decree that 
"the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over 
them and they that are great exercise authority up- 
on them. But it shall not be so among you ; but 
whosoever will be great among you let him be your 
minister." (Matt. 20 : 26). "Ye know that they 
which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles, ex- 
ercise lordship over them, and their great ones ex- 
ercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be 
among you, but whosoever will be great among 
you shall be your minister, and whosoever of you 
will be chiefest, shall be servant ot all." Mark 20 : , 
42, 43, 44. "For ye shall have judgment without 
mercy that hath shown no mercy, and mercy re- 
joiceth against judgment." James 2: 13. A dom- 
ineering spirit once predominated among the seven- 
ty when they returned again with joy saying "Lord 
even the devils are subject unto ns through thy 
name." But it was told them "in this rejoice not, 
but rather rejoice because your names are written 
in heaven." It is much to be regretted that this 
proud monster called church government, ever get 
to the degree of mastership it has achieved in the 
Dnnkard church, when sh« was in position to do so 
much good in the world to promulgate the purity 
of the Christian religion and the power of the gos- 
pel, were it not that the ship of Zion was anchored 
fast and weighted down with the doctrines and 
commandments of men. 

The Brethren are a progressive people and 1 
hope we may always "strive to enter in at the 
■trait gate" and not follow the meandering foot- 
steps of error. 

D an iel Mi ll SB. 
Sidney, Ind. 
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